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When our children were little, one of the common
phrases thrown around between them was “you
are not the boss of me!” It was not a phrase they
learned from their parents, and we don’t really
know where it came from, but it certainly is a
pervasive attitude in our culture.
At the root of that idea is the warped concept of
freedom so many have – “It’s a free country and
by golly I’m going to do whatever I want.” The
center of that is “ME!”
It’s a very selfish and
destructive mindset, and I’m afraid it has taken a
serious toll on our strength as a country.
The founding patriots certainly came to America because they were tired of tyranny
and government overstepping appropriate boundaries, or if you will, “you are not
the boss of me.” But that was tempered with a spirit of working together for the
good of all. It was not a rebellion against appropriate boundaries or common good,
it was a rebellion against inappropriate interference in personal choice.
Those founding patriots would be horrified at the evolution of the concept of

freedom and the selfish nature it has developed. They were never selfish in what
they did. They were working for everyone’s welfare.
The Gospel certainly shares that same story. We all have choices to do what we
feel is right for us, but the Gospel challenges us to die to ourselves and take up our
cross to follow Christ. It’s never about just “ME.” It’s about the community of
humanity and the good of all. Freedom should never be only about my desires and
my wants and my will. It should be about the ability to stand up for what you think
is right and working for the common good of all. Freedom challenges us to do the
right thing, not just what pleases us at the time. The Gospel calls us to go a step
further and put others before ourselves.
The Gospel also challenges us to let God be the boss of us. We are good about
saying that in our words, but when it comes to actually living it out, we fall back in
to the trap of “you are not the boss of me” pretty quickly. Really submitting
ourselves to the Lordship of Christ and the authority of God is easier said than
done. We have to fight a pretty selfish nature and a selfish culture to actually
accomplish letting God be our “boss.”
Scripture tells us that one day every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord. I want to remind us all that real freedom comes in that
submission now, not later. Each day we must submit ourselves to God’s will to
really know the freedom of our hearts. God IS the boss of us. Submission to his
authority is what ultimately brings us happiness and real peace of heart and mind.
I hope we remember in our celebration of freedom, that the important element of
freedom is liberty and justice for ALL. The more selfish we make it, the more we all
lose. The more we strive for the good of all, the more we all win.
Thank God for your freedom this week. And submit yourself to the Lordship of
Jesus Christ and the authority of Almighty God in each and every day.

See you in church!

July Events
Sun 2

9:00 am Communion / Chapel
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship – VBS music
Picnic at Railroad Park
th
Tue 4 4 of July –
Church office will be closed
Wed 5 12:00 pm Caring Team
Thur 6 11:00 am Women in Mission
Sat 8
8:15 am UMM Devotional Lesson
9:00 am UMM Meeting
Sun 9
9:00 am Communion / Chapel
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
5:30 pm Youth and Young Adult
Mon 10 6:15 pm Finance Committee
7:00 pm Administrative Board
Tue 11 7:00 pm Bible Study
Wed 12 5:45 pm Worship Meeting
Thur 13 6:00 pm Prayer Group
Sun 16 9:00 am Communion / Chapel
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
5:30 pm Youth and Young Adult
Wed 18 Mission Fundraiser – City BBQ
1:00 pm Grace Edgett Board Mtg
7:00 pm Bible Study
Sat 22 Manna Mission Meal
Sun, 23rd – Sun 30th Family Promise Week
Sun 23 9:00 am Communion / Chapel
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
4:30 pm Devotions
5:30 pm Youth and Young Adult
Tue 25 7:00 pm Bible Study
Sun 30 5th Sunday
9:00 am Communion / Chapel
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
4:30 pm Devotions
5:30 pm Youth and Young Adult

July Birthday’s
Tom Marshall
Judy Reed
Sarah Barron
Alexandra Herrmann
Emily Markey
Karen Fletcher
Cheryl Palmer
Arthur Honican
Bob Martin Sr.
Karen Alexander

07/01
07/02
07/02
07/08
07/10
07/13
07/15
07/18
07/25
07/30

July Anniversaries
Kermit & Wanda Ballmer
Ralph & Nancy Doyle
Charles & Gay Love
David & Toni Rhodes
Nolan & Wanda Cole
Fred & Brenda Herbers
Woody & Jennie Robinson

07/01
07/02
07/14
07/14
07/16
07/16
07/28

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Manna Mission in cooperation
with “Community Kindness” are
collecting new or gently used toys
and games throughout the month
of July. These toys will be
distributed
on
Saturday,
December 16, 2017 to the
children in the Erlanger /
Elsmere
Area
during
December’s Manna Mission
Day. Please drop off your
donations at the Christmas Tree
Located in the Home Street
Vestibule.
If you have any
questions see Bill Howard or call
859-727-2504.

MANNA MISSION UPDATE
People within the congregation are inquiring members of the Manna Mission Team
about the status and progress that is being made in this ongoing outreach ministry.
First of all I would like to make everyone aware that God’s Hand is not only in the
mix, but also in the details, and without His leading and direction Manna Mission would
not be where it is today. Whenever a decision or a direction is needed, prayer is the initial
approach to moving forward in all our gatherings. God has to give that direction or we
don’t proceed. He has a way of making His Will to be known, either through a word, an
opportunity of grace, a reaction to what is being said or through an action that is being
done. From the ministry’s very beginning, God has gotten all the Praise and the Glory.
The ministry continues to grow in many areas. Manna Mission’s beginning started in
September2008 where we welcomed 2 guests to share in its first meal. Now 105 meals
later our average attendance runs between 100-125 guests each month. The purpose
remains the same, “Feed them with Food for their Stomachs, and Food for their Souls.”
Many have been the opportunities to pray with people and for their families. Many have
walked out the doors of our church with God’s Word (Bible), Literature on Living a
Christian Life in their hands and an invitation to Worship with us on a regular basis. Manna
Mission offers each of them a Gift they may have never been given, a Reason to let them
know they are important in the Eyes of God.
There is the assistance made available to Manna Mission by many outside businesses
and organizations, who have donated to the ministry through their in-kind contribution
food and supplies. Companies: Chick-Fil-A, Kroger’s, and Dixie Chili. Organizations: United
Christian Volunteers, Erlanger Lions Club and Isaiah House. All of these have played a part
in God’s overall plan for Manna Mission.
Finally, there are the Volunteers. Several occasions when we thought there would
not be enough volunteers to assist, (Our typical need is always 15-20 people) out of the
most unlikely circumstance God sends us the people we need who show up out of the clear
blue, because they want to help. Simply amazing what God can do. Our special thank goes
out to the Lloyd High School Football Team, whose players take special interest in this
ministry. The United Methodist Men who offer to give the regular workers a month off in
June. Then there’s you the congregation, as you not only volunteer, but assist the ministry
through your prayers, gifts, and support when the challenges come our way.
In closing, I want to recognize those who serve and have served on the Manna
Mission Board, who’s decisions have helped to develop and shape this ministry that God
has ordained and serves our community neighbors who would otherwise go without a
meal or groceries. Present Board: Nancy Johnson, Martha Ashcraft, Joy Hamilton, Mark
Burns, Ronda Brown, Bill and Cindy Slaven. Past Board: Tim Healy, Brenda Herbers, Lori
Street, Ralph Wolf, Gerald Lunsford, and Peggy Sawyer.
In the Blessings of God’s Good Grace,
Bill Howard

HAPPY NEWS FROM FAMILY PROMISE
Amanda Speier, the Executive Director for Family Promise of NKY received an email
and these pictures from Cynthia (a former Guest at Family Promise)! Nick received his
GED and landed a job!
From Cynthia:
"I cried as soon as I walked in the door!!! And he got a "real" job yesterday!!! At
Rumpke!!!! 😂😂😂
I know I've said it a million times but thank you for all you did for us!!! "

CONSIDER HELPING OUT WITH FAMILY PROMISE
Our week is July 23 – 29. The “work” is really easy and this program is making a HUGE
difference in people's lives. The tasks include fixing dinner (usually for about 8 people,
sometimes less, sometimes more), driving the van to and from their day center, and then
being an overnight host. Overnight hosts can sleep while they are there – bed time is about
10 p.m. (often the families are in bed before that) and wake up is about 6 a.m. (the van leaves
for the day center between 6:30-6:45 a.m.) And then on the last day there is housekeeping
help needed to change sheets and do laundry. None of the jobs are hard. All the families
are background checked and screened. The families have been friendly and pleasant to
work with. Parents are either employed or actively looking for work. This is a program that
gets people out of a terrible place in their lives to a real positive future. It makes a wonderful
difference, and YOU CAN HELP MAKE IT HAPPEN. See Pastor Mark or Kelly Lusk to get
involved. Donations of snack items or breakfast items are also welcome (anytime, not just in
our week!).

Youth
News
Congratulation
Bill Slaven

Big changes coming to the third floor!
Thanks to Andy Buck, Cindy Slaven and Robert Slaven
Appalachia Service Project Trip: July 2-8, We have a fairly small mission team going out this year
because of last minute conflicts, but Jesus still commanded us to go into all the world, so that’s what
we’re doing. Our team is working with APPALACHIAN SERVICE PROJECT and will be going
to Knox Co. KY to do home repair work.
Wright-Patterson AFB: Saturday, July 15, Located not far from us Wright-Patterson is the oldest
and largest military aviation museum in the world. The National Museum of the United States Air
Force collects, researches, conserves, interprets and presents the Air Force's history, heritage and
traditions, as well as today's mission to fly, fight and win ... in Air, Space and Cyberspace to a global
audience through engaging exhibits, educational outreach, special programs, and the stewardship of
the national historic collection.

From the Erlanger United Methodist Men
Hi Folks.
Sunday, June 18, 2017, on Father’s Day, we gave out the annual award for the UMM “Lifetime
Achievement Award” and the “Man of the Year Award”. When you get the chance, please thank
the winners for their service toward getting the LORD’S work done. Bill Howard won the
“Lifetime Achievement Award” and Tim Healy won the “Man of the Year Award” Here are
some photos of Bill and Tim. Sorry, I just had to use the photo with Susan in it, too.

The Ice Cream Social was held on Sunday, June 25, 2017 after the church service. The net
proceeds from that event were $583.97. The UMM thank you for your participation. All the net
proceeds go to selected missions.
Canned goods update for the United Christian Volunteers. Thru June 24, 2017, 3,161 food items
have been delivered. Emphasis in July 2017 is on fruits & vegetables. Our goal for 2017 is 7,000
food items. There are many folks in the local area that can’t afford enough food for their families.
Your support has gone a long way in helping this cause. Thank you. Whatever you bring will be
greatly appreciated.
We would like to invite all men to join the Erlanger United Methodist Men. Our next meeting is
July 8, 2017, Saturday, 9:00 am at Erlanger UMC in the Asbury Room.
Thank you and GOD Bless you all.
The mission of the General Commission of United Methodist Men is to
assist men to know Jesus Christ, to serve Him, to grow spiritually and
seek daily to do His will.

WOMEN IN MISSION NEWS
Our next meeting will be July 6th in
the church parlor at 11:00 am.
It is time to start collecting school
supplies for the Ida Spence
Children. We have purchased 24
backpacks, now we need your
help to fill them. You can find the
list of need supplies to the right. If
you want us to shop you can place
a monetary donation in the
offering plate, marked Ida Spence,
School Supplies. Drop items in
the green tub in the Home Street
Vestibule, before July 20th. Sales
on supplies usually start just after
the 4th. On Thursday July 20th, at
10:00 am, we will fill the
backpacks and have them ready
for delivery to Ida Spence on
Monday, July 24th. All donations
are appreciated.

LAST YEARS BACKPACKS!

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
FOR IDA SPENCE
This is a composite of what is requested
for Elementary School. Please pick up
something every time you go to the store.
Supplies will be collected until July 20,
2017.
 3 Ring Binders (2 inch)
 Composition notebook –
Black & White

 Crayons (24 count)
 Dry Erase Markers - Expo
 Folders - (2 pockets, solid color, with
prongs)

 Glue Sticks
 Highlighters
 Markers –
Washable Crayola classic thick

 Notebooks –
3 Subject spiral wide ruled
Single subject spiral wide ruled

 Paper - Lined filler, wide rule
 Pencil Pouch – no boxes
 Pencil Sharpeners - Personal
 Pencils
 Pencils – Colored
 Pens
 Pink Erasers
 Scissors – Children sized
 Tape - Scotch

June 2017
Tithes
Sunday School
Loose Plate
GECDC
Interest/Dividends
Upper Room
GENERAL FUND TOTAL
Emmaus Emergency
Emmaus Various Proj.
Emmaus Zimmerman
Good Samaritan Fund
Ida Spence
Laws
Manna Mission
Methodist Men
Miscellaneous
Mission
Reimbursements
UCV
Women in Mission
Zimmerman's
Building Fund
SPECIAL GIFTS TOTAL

$14,689.00
$94.09
$272.50
$7,487.86
$8.84
$6.00
$22,558.29
$40.00
$96.00
$62.00
$5.00
$34.50
$10.00
$128.40
$20.00
$48.00
$25.00
$195.89
$75.00
$336.18
$10.00
$831.98
$1,917.95

GRAND TOTAL $24,476.24

Eat at City Barbeque and raise money for our group!
Please join us for a special fundraising event.
25% of your purchase will be donated back to the
EUMC
Name of group:
Erlanger UMC Mission Committee
Date of fundraiser:
Tuesday July 18, 2017
Participating Location: 8026 Burlington Pike Florence, Ky. 41042

Sale Amount:
$_______

Good all day on Dine in & Carry out Orders
Note: If ordering carry out for large groups, please use our Pig Up ‘n Go Menu.

Flyer must be presented at time of order to receive credit for the sale.
Flyers cannot be passed out on City Barbeque property. Fundraiser cannot be combined with
other promotions or offers. Not valid on gift card purchases.

Check out our menus and Order Online at www.citybbq.com
We look forward to serving you to help raise money for your organization!

